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THE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF GYNECOLOGY AND OBSTETRICS.
Edited by Allan C. Barnes. (Pp. XIV+210. 42s). Baltimore: Johns Hopkins
University Press; London: Oxford University Press, 1966.
THIS book gives the proceedings of a conference held at the John Hopkins Hospital in May,
1965, under the chairmanship of Professor Allan C. Barnes.
In his main introduction Professor Barnes asks the conference "to consider some of the
points at which the science of gynecology and obstetrics impinges most closely on the needs
and problems of our society". Among the problems considered were: The population ex-
plosion and its control; The quality of the next generation; Marriage counselling; The un-
married mother; The early detection of cancer, etc. Thirteen specialists contributed very
interesting papers in their various fields, and the editorial comments of Dr. Barnes enhance
their value.
As the publishers claim, it is "a book for every thoughtful citizen". J.A.P.
GYNAECOLOGY. By J. M. Holmes, M.D., B.S.(Lond.), M.R.C.O.G. (Pp. VIII
+228; figs. 29. 18s). London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cassell, 1966.
THERE will be general agreement with the author "that the medical student, overburdened by
the need to acquire factual knowledge, may fail to grasp the fundamental principles". In
the chapters on examination of the gynaecological patient and on the relevant anatomy and
physiology, Mr. Holmes has combined clarity and brevity with inclusion of all essential
points although a more detailed description of the method for taking cervical smears would
be useful.
In some of the subsequent chapters, the pursuit of brevity has been carried too far and a
proper balance has not always been maintained. For example, while the adrenogenital syn-
drome and testicular feminization each rate a half page, treatment of a pelvic abscess is
reduced to the meagre and unhelpful advice that it "should be opened at the most suitable
place". While the main features of each disorder are always listed and the layout is logical,
there is insufficient clinical interest to stimulate a real interest in gynaecology in the above
average student. The admitted necessity to be dogmatic in such a mini text must reduce
further its acceptibility outside the author's own unit.
In short, while it may have some use in rapid pre-examination revision, the book cannot
be recommended as a main undergraduate gynaecological text. C.R.W.
MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT April 1965 - March
1966. (Pp. IX+337; plates VIII. 25s). London: Her Majesty's Stationery
Office, 1966.
THIS report gives a brief account in 31 pages of the work in progress in the Council's
establishments and of the essential work of the Council such as committees and administra-
tion. A second section of 55 pages, also published separately at 6s, is entitled "Current
Medical Research" and is, as usual, a most informative review of some aspects at present
advancing rapidly. A third section lists the research projects and those involved and supported
by the Council through their special units and by grants in aid.
The second section is written for the general medical reader. Perhaps the most challenging
concepts for the future are the increasing complexity of chemical structure revealed in the
discussions on the abnormal haemoglobins and on enzyme diversity in human populations,
and those in the section on the thymus and immunity which must have such important
implications for the general theory of immunity and for the future of organ transplantation.
Anyone studying this report carefully must become aware of the large contribution British
medical science still makes to world medicine, and of how this is sustained by the Council.
69